Mandate related to an independent examination concerning

allegations of Nunavik Inuit dog slaughter.

1. Establishment of an independent examination

Québec and Makivik agree to address the issue of the Inuit dog slaughters through an independent examination. Québec and Makivik will jointly appoint an independent person to lead the examination.

2. Objective

The independent examination will review and analyze the events that occurred during the 1950s and 1960s concerning Inuit sled dog killings.

3. Report

The independent examination will submit a report to Québec, Makivik and to Canada, if the latter’s participation is obtained. The report will include the following elements:

· A description of the condition of sled dogs, their use by the Inuit and the relationship of the Inuit population with the dogs in the 1950s and 1960s.

· An overview of the possible grounds for the slaughters.

· An overview of the manner in which the slaughters were undertaken, including:

· The way the dogs were slaughtered;

· Number of dogs killed and frequency;

· Consultation with the Inuit leadership and dog owners;

· Reaction expressed by the Inuit leadership and dog owners.

· The consequences of the dog slaughters on the Nunavik Inuit population.

· Conclusions and recommendations, if appropriate.

4. Information to be reviewed (in a non-restrictive manner)

·  Brief “Regarding the Slaughtering of the Nunavik “Qimmiit” (Inuit Dogs) from the mid-1950s to the late 1960s” submitted in January 2005 by Makivik to the minister of Indian and Northern Affairs and to the minister délégué aux Affaires autochtones for the Government of Québec;

· Video “Echo of the Last Howl” (2005), tabled by Makivik to the Government of Canada and to the Government of Québec;

· Testimonies by Inuit;

· Testimonies by non-Inuit;

· Final Report, RCMP (2006);

· Documentation and information that may be submitted by the Secrétariat aux affaires autochtones, the Ministry of Public Security and the SQ;

· Documentation and information that may be obtained from the Federal Government and Archives;

· Legislation regarding loose dogs applicable in Nunavik in the 1950s and 1960s;

· Any other information.

5. Federal participation in the examination

Québec and Makivik will solicit the Federal Government’s participation in the independent examination.

Judge Croteau has started touring the communities in February and he will be tabling a final report before December 31, 2008.

